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Autumn 2025 

Come to me, all of you who are tired from carrying heavy 
loads, and I will give you rest MT: 11:28 

 

Stamp Out Hunger 2025 
The Hope Center Pantry receives food 

from several sources to support those facing 
food insecurity in our community. One source is 
the Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive organized by 
the National Association of Letter Carriers 
(NFLC) and the United States Postal Service 
(USPS), held on May 10 this year, made possible 
by the amazing efforts of mail carriers and 
volunteers.  

Many local food pantries benefited from 
this drive, and we at Hope Center Pantry were 
graced with 14,000 pounds of food. Residents 
were notified in advance with postcards; and 
220,000 collection bags sponsored by Brown 
County United Way were delivered door-to-door 
for donation pick-up prior to the event.   

The event requires many people to 
coordinate this major food distribution. 
Volunteer drivers & 
pick-up people, 
using route maps, 
collect and deliver 
food bags to one of 
three designated 
Green Bay post 
offices. There, 
loader volunteers transfer the bags into large 
totes, weighing approximately 1,000 pounds 
each. Then the totes are transported to Hope 

Center Pantry, where sorter volunteers organize 
the food.  

According to the United States Postal 
Service website, “One in ten Americans face 

hunger every day in 
America”, and this food 
drive, held every year on 
the second Saturday in 
May, is another strong 
community effort to 
support those in need. 

We at Hope Center Pantry are blessed to be a 
part of this event, as we continue to serve those 
in need in our community. 

 

Adding Prayer into the Daily Shift 
The leadership team introduced a 

meaningful prayer into the daily shift routine, 
allowing the volunteers to center themselves on 
their mission—fulfilling God’s work and serving 
those in need. Carol Wilda, a pantry shift leader, 
printed the 
prayer on her 
computer 
using a lovely 
calligraphy 
font, placed it 
in a frame she 
found at a 
church 
rummage 
sale, 
serendipitous 
discovery, and 
hung it on the 
blank wall 
inside the 
pantry. The presence of the prayer serves as an 
inspiring reminder to all volunteers of the true 
purpose behind their service. 

 

Heavenly Father, we pray that our 
hearts are open to walk together 

with those we meet 
We give thanks for the generosity 
of those who support the pantry 

with time and donations. 
May all involved in the pantry 

ministry live out their faith in works 
of mercy. 

Jesus, we thank you for the 
opportunity to serve these guests. 
May we see You in them and may 

they see You in us. 
May our service be for Your glory. 

Amen 
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New Volunteer Spotlight 
Amy Zelten: After retiring from her pet 
grooming business of 20 years, Amy Zelten 
chose to dedicate some of her time to 
community service. She is a DePere native and 

actively involved in St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton 
parish, where she serves 
as an usher. Amy also 
teaches puppy classes for 
the Packerland Kennel 
Club and is the proud 
owner of two terriers—
Kilian, a Scottish terrier, 

and Graham, a border terrier. 
Amy joined the pantry as a volunteer in 

June, motivated by her belief in giving back to the 
broader community beyond her family or parish. 
Her commitment to service was inspired by her 
father’s example and by St. Francis, whose 
teachings she has embraced as an Associate of 
the Sisters of St. Francis of the Holy Cross. “Life 
can be a struggle, and we all need help at times, 
so it’s good to know there is a support group to 
help us through. I want to be a part of that for 
other people.” 
Sandra Kaster: Sandra Kaster joined Hope 
Center Pantry as a 
volunteer in July. In 
her role, she helps 
with shift work, data 
entry, and answering 
phones. Sandra and 
her husband are 
parents to four 
children, and now in 
retirement, they enjoy traveling and often dog sit 
for their “grand dogs.” Additionally, Sandra 
volunteers for Unity Hospice by sewing bears 

from the clothing of loved ones who have passed 
away.  

Sandra is impressed with the pantry 
leadership’s knowledge and understanding of 
the community’s needs. She especially enjoyed 
telling guests that the pantry had eggs and bacon 
to offer and was thrilled with the excitement of 
the guests’ response. “It’s an honor to be a part 
of this mission, knowing we’re doing something 
good for someone.”  

 
 

Bridging the Language Gap 
for Spanish-Speaking Guests 
Some of the guests we serve speak 

Spanish and face challenges expressing their 
needs and preferences to our mostly English-
speaking team. One area where this language 
barrier was particularly evident involved the list 
of extra items that each guest can select during 
their visits. 

Carol Wilda, co-shift leader with her 
husband Steve, addressed this issue. She 
started with Google Translator and then refined 
the translation through her connections with 
Literacy Green Bay and the Salud Para Todos 
Language Tables at the Green Bay YWCA. 

The YWCA’s language program brings 
English and Spanish speakers together regularly 
to practice and develop their language skills. 
Carol’s contacts through these programs 
provided valuable insight, helping her choose 
language that is commonly used and easily 
understood by our guests, rather than relying on 
more formal or less familiar terms.  

Being able to communicate with our 
Spanish-speaking guests even on a basic level 
helps to ease their feelings of anxiety and 
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uncertainly when faced with unfamiliar 
surroundings.  

 

New Hope Center Pantry Team 
The new team includes 3 co-directors, 8 
managers, and 12 shift leaders.  
Co-directors: Karen Beaumia, Curt Moore, & 
Sally Tiegs … Management & oversight of the 
Food Pantry’s operations & collaboration with 
the Leadership Team 
Purchasing Managers: Lisa Holschuh & Lori 
Flaten…Purchase & maintain food inventory, 
organize Food Pantry building 
Food Drives Managers: Lynne & John 
Tennie…organize food donations from 
Community Food Drives (Post Office, Scouts, 
United Way)  
Communications Manager: Becky 
Moore…publish newsletter and bulletin updates 
Fundraising Manager: Sue Rohan…grant writing, 
steward relationships with foundations & 
additional funding opportunities 
Donation Acknowledgement Manager: Judi 
Schneider…organizing thank you’s & donation 
receipts to individuals & organizations  
Volunteers Manager: Joyce Esser…scheduling, 
organizing volunteers for all shifts  
Shift Leaders: Judy Emmett, Bev Goodreau, 
Sheila Kujava, Sue Rohan, Vicki Sachs, Jayne 
Schoen, Nancy Selinsky, John & Lynne Tennie, 
Sharon VanderPerren, Carol Wilda, Steve 
Wilda…lead the daily shift: organize that day’s 
volunteers, keep track of daily guests and food 
distribution, prepare pantry for next day’s shift. 
 

Birthday Giving 
Recently, a member of Annunciation 

parish asked those attending her birthday party 
not to bring her gifts but instead to bring food 
and hygiene items that could be donated to the 

Hope Center Pantry. Her guests kindly 
responded, so 
she was able to 
donate 
approximately 
50 bags of items. 
We are so 
grateful for this 
loving generosity 
of all who live in the example of Christ.  

Pantry website: Along with Pantry stories and 
newsletters on the website, we maintain an 
updated list of our most needed items as well as 
a link to where monetary donations can be 
shared with the Pantry. 
https://hopecentergb.com/hope-center-pantry/ 

Pantry Facebook Page: Please LIKE and 
FOLLOW us on Facebook to keep 
up with the latest happenings at the 
Pantry. Tell your friends & family 

about our Facebook page. More LIKES will help 
to spread the news about the Pantry. 
https://www.facebook.com/HopeCenterPantry
GreenBay 

Hope Center Pantry: If you need to contact us, 
you can email the Pantry at 
hopecenterpantrygb@gmail.com or call at 920-
437-3356  

 
 

With gratitude, we see countless acts of 
compassion, generosity, and empathy of 

people helping people, building community 
and establishing connections.  

We are truly One Body in Christ. 

To Stay Connected 

mailto:hopecenterpantrygb@gmail.com

